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ribald spirit is reflected in a parody of his "intimation," ap-
parently written by one of his students.
"Valentinus ab Rise greets the reader; this is about
Theophrastum and his writings. He was born at Einsiedeln
in Switzerland and the Athenienses call him the Great Para-
celsus. For he has written 230 books on philosophy, 40 on
medicine, 12 on government, 7 on mathematics and astrol-
ogy, and 66 about secret and magic arts. He also has com-
bined three works in a book he calls Theophrastia, The
first is Archidoxa in which he teaches how to separate the
pure from the impure; the other Parasarchwn, in which he
treats de summo bono in <eternitate; the third Corbomtes,
in which he deals with transformations in substance and es-
sence. Gellius Zemeus wrote of this German Theophrastus
as follows: There is a young man now in Germany the like
of whom cannot be found in the whole world and who has
written so excellently on philosophy, medicine, astronomy,
and of Common Good and Right that I cannot believe other-
wise. He has it either through innate influence or through
an indescribable grace of God, if not through the intercession
of evil spirits. For nobody knows what Theophrastus may
think mean and improper.' I cannot remember having read
anything more scholarly. Therefore, dear reader, receive
these writings with good grace and do not fear to hold them
higher than the ancients although they are thought to be
novel Vale."7
A more malicious lampoon was to follow.